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WORLD’S LARGEST ROLL-ON/ROLL-OFF SHIP  
COMES TO PORT OF BALTIMORE  

 
(BALTIMORE, MD) – The largest roll-on/roll-off ship in the world visited the Port of Baltimore on Sunday, May 1 
and Monday, May 2.  Operated by Wallenius Wilhelmsen Logistics, the Tonsberg, with 4.87 million cubic feet of 
available space for autos, farm and construction equipment, and breakbulk cargo --- more than any other roll on/roll 
off ship in the world, made stops at two Port of Baltimore marine terminals.   
 
“As the top U.S. port for handling roll on/roll off cargo, the Port of Baltimore welcomes the Tonsberg,” said 
Maryland Port Administration Executive Director James J. White.  “Our consistent success in roll on/roll off cargo 
over the years has been due to many factors including: our unique geographic location as the closest East Coast port 
to the Midwest where a lot of roll on/roll off equipment is manufactured; our industry-renowned quality program; 
two on-dock rail lines; and experienced and outstanding labor.  Roll on/roll off is one of our key commodities and 
generates good-paying, family-supporting jobs.”    
 
The Tonsberg, which called on the Port’s Dundalk and Fairfield marine terminals, is part of the Wallenius 
Wilhelmsen Logistics Mark V design line built by Mitsubishi Heavy Industries.  The vessel’s deadweight is 74,622 
gross tons.  It is 869 feet in length and its width is 106 feet.  The vessel can accommodate up to 10,000 autos but is 
made to accommodate a mix of cars, heavy equipment, and breakbulk cargo.    
 
The Tonsberg will use 15 to 20 percent less fuel per transported unit than its predecessors because of the optimized 
hull form and a number of energy saving features.  The ship is flagged from Malta and operates a round-the-world 
service. 
 
The Port of Baltimore generates about 16,700 direct jobs. Out of approximately 360 U.S. ports, Baltimore is ranked 
number one for handling roll on/roll off (farm and construction equipment) and imported forest products, gypsum, 
sugar and iron ore.  Baltimore is ranked second for exporting cars.  The Port is responsible for about $3.7 billion in 
personal wage and salary income. Activities at the Port of Baltimore generate nearly $400 million in state and local 
taxes.  
 
Follow the Port of Baltimore at  www.twitter.com/portofbalt     
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