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The Baltimore Sun

Cruise line to sail year-round from city

March 26, 2009 

Royal Caribbean International announced Wednesday that it would offer cruises year-round from Baltimore beginning in June 2010. The cruise line had previously scheduled next year's sailing season to end in November, but itineraries will now be available through April 2011. 

Baltimore Business Journal

Royal Caribbean to sail out of Port of Baltimore year

 by Ryan Sharrow Staff

Royal Caribbean International said Wednesday its 2010 sailing schedule out of the Port of Baltimore will last for nearly a year — and will feature a bigger boat.

The cruise provider will set sail out of Baltimore beginning in June 2010 and service will end in April 2011. Trips include nine-night cruises to Florida and the Bahamas, and 12-night cruises to the Caribbean.

The Miami-based company had recently planned to end its 2010 Baltimore schedule in November.

“Royal Caribbean’s decisions today further reflect how the international cruise industry feels about Maryland as a growing cruise market with lots of potential,” Gov. Martin O’Malley said in a statement. “Maryland’s Port of Baltimore is within a six-hour drive for 40 million people. Our easily accessible cruise terminal has become a well-known commodity among cruise lines.”

Royal Caribbean will join Carnival Cruise Lines (NYSE: CCL) in offering a year-round cruise out of Baltimore. Carnival’s 2009 Baltimore cruise season begins April 27.

Also on Wednesday, Royal Caribbean unveiled plans to sail a larger ship, the 2,252-person “Enchantment of the Seas” vessel, out of Baltimore during the 2010 season. By comparison, the company’s “Grandeur of the Seas” that ships out of Baltimore carried 1,950 guests.

In 2009, the Port of Baltimore will offer 79 cruises, up from 52 last year. The economic impact of cruising out of Maryland is expected to reach $152 million this year.

The Daily Record

Royal Caribbean becomes Baltimore port’s 2nd year-round line

ANDY ROSEN

Daily Record Business Writer

ANNAPOLIS — The Maryland Port Administration said it is adding a second year-round cruise provider at its South Locust Point terminal this year, as Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd. will extend its sailing through next April. 

Royal Caribbean already planned to cruise from the Port of Baltimore, but had scheduled its season to end in November. The MPA had announced that it expects 79 sailings from the port this year, which would be more than three times the 27 trips in 2008. With the announcement, the MPA says it will boost its cruises to 92 in 2010. 

The cruise business at the port is expanding after a period of relative stability since the South Locust Point facility opened in 2006. In 2004, before the cruise terminal was in operation, the number of cruises spiked at 60 as several companies tested the market, but figures dropped off after that. 

Though port officials say the cruises are not a significant source of revenue for the MPA itself, they are seen as an economic development tool that can draw tourists and other visitors to the area. The MPA estimates that cruises from the state will generate $152 million in economic activity this year. 

Before 2008, Royal Caribbean was the only cruise line that called at Baltimore. Last year, Norwegian Cruise Line began calling at the port. Celebrity Cruises (owned by Royal Caribbean), and Carnival Cruise Lines will enter the market this year. 

Carnival announced last year that it would be the first company to cruise year-round from the port — the company’s northernmost year-round departure location on the East Coast. Carnival said it saw a strong consumer response when it began booking here last year. 

Also Wednesday, Royal Caribbean said it would bring a larger ship to Baltimore, and that Celebrity would move its first Baltimore cruise from November to October. 

Harrison Liu, spokesman for Royal Caribbean, said the moves are part of the company’s strategy for beginning more cruises near population centers. 

“Right now you see a lot of cruise lines bringing cruises to ports that are closer to metropolitan areas,” he said. “Baltimore happens to be one of those metropolitan areas that are very close to other [cities].”
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More Year-Round Cruises From Baltimore Planned 

Royal Caribbean Second Line To Offer Service

BALTIMORE -- Royal Caribbean Cruises will offer year-round cruises from the Port of Baltimore this year, the second line to do so. 

The Maryland Port Administration said Royal Caribbean will extend its sailing through April 2010. Last year, Carnival announced that it would be the first company to cruise year-round from the South Locust Point terminal. 

The MPA anticipates 79 sailings from the port this year, far more than the 27 in 2008. With Royal Caribbean's announcement, the number of cruises will increase to 92 in 2010. 

Royal Caribbean also said it would bring a bigger ship to Baltimore.
WBAL RADIO

Cruise Line Announces Baltimore Changes
Wednesday, March 25, 2009
WBAL Radio as reported by Scott Wykoff

	

	

	


Royal Caribbean announced today that their 2010 sailing schedule from Baltimore would commence in June as originally planned, but would not end until April 2011. 
Before this announcement, Royal Caribbean was due to finish their Baltimore sailing schedule in November 2010. 
Royal Caribbean also revealed it would assign the larger Enchantment of the Seas vessel to sail from Baltimore during the 2010 season.
Royal Caribbean also announced that Celebrity Cruises, a subsidiary of Royal Caribbean, would start their 2010 Baltimore sailing schedule in October, a month earlier than planned. Cruises on board the Celebrity Mercury will continue through February 2011. 
"Royal Caribbean's decisions today further reflect how the international cruise industry feels about Maryland as a growing cruise market with lots of potential," said Governor O'Malley. "Maryland's Port of Baltimore is within a six-hour drive for 40 million people. Our easily accessible cruise terminal has become a well-known commodity among cruise lines. Maryland's wonderful attractions, restaurants and hospitality are also no secret. Once again, Maryland has proven its colors."
Today's news by Royal Caribbean gives the Port of Baltimore a record 92 cruises, including six port calls in 2010. The total economic impact of cruising from Maryland this year is expected to be roughly $152 million. In 2008, the economic impact was nearly $63 million. 
The Enchantment of the Seas will replace the Grandeur of the Seas, which has been home ported in Baltimore since 2004. The Enchantment of the Seas began sailing in 1997. It is an 81,500 ton vessel that is 989 feet long, following a 2005 mid-body lengthening project that added an additional 73 feet. The 11-deck ship is equipped with 1,126 staterooms and a total capacity for 2,252 guests. As comparison, the Grandeur of the Seas, which began sailing in 1996, is 74,000 tons and 916 feet long. It has 975 staterooms and can accommodate 1,950 guests. The Enchantment of the Seas also offers a new pool and splash deck, expanded youth programs, and Royal Caribbean's specialty steakhouse, Chops Grille.
"We've been extremely pleased with the success of our programs in Baltimore over the past five years and the wonderful partnership we've experienced with both the Port of Baltimore and the local travel agent community," said Diana J. Block, vice president of revenue management and deployment for Royal Caribbean. "All of these factors contributed to our decision to put a larger ship in Baltimore and to extend our program from seasonal to year round. We look forward to continued success in this important community."
CRUISE CRITIC.COM 
Royal Caribbean's Enchantment of the Seas Will Have New Baltimore Home
As cruise lines scramble to provide more drive-to, flight-free options for travelers during difficult economic times, Baltimore has landed another major year-round addition. Less than a year after Carnival announced it would homeport Carnival Pride year-round in the Maryland port in 2009, Royal Caribbean has revealed that it will follow suit with the 80,700-ton, 2,252-passenger Enchantment of the Seas, which will offer cruises to the Bahamas, Eastern Caribbean and Canada & New England starting in 2010. Enchantment of the Seas will become the largest ship ever to homeport out of Baltimore, a port within driving distance for tens of millions of people.

Enchantment's first roundtrip Baltimore cruise will depart on June 18, 2010. The eight-night Canada & New England voyage includes stops in Portland, Maine; Saint John, New Brunswick; Halifax; Bar Harbor; and Boston. During the following summer and fall months, Enchantment will sail five-night Bermuda cruises, featuring two-night stops at Kings Wharf; nine-night Eastern Caribbean cruises with stops in San Juan, St. Thomas, the Dominican Republic's Samana and Labadee, RCI's private island; and three nine-night Canada & New England cruises, offering the same itinerary as the eight-nighter, but with an added sea day. 

Royal Caribbean will announce Enchantment of the Seas' winter and spring roundtrip Baltimore itineraries at a later date.

	

	


The move by RCI significantly boosts the itineraries and berths currently offered out of Baltimore by its smaller 74,140-ton, 1,950-passenger Grandeur of the Seas, which spends less than half the year sailing out of Maryland (summer and fall). Enchantment of the Seas boasts Royal Caribbean signatures like Chops Grill steakhouse, Boleros Latin lounge and an expansive sun deck. For more about the ship, read our review. 

Other lines, including Carnival and Celebrity, have already announced new placements in Northeast homeports. Beginning September 13, 2009, the 88,500-ton, 2,124-passsenger Carnival Pride will offer two different seven-night Eastern Caribbean itineraries out of Baltimore. Celebrity Mercury will sail Eastern and Southern Caribbean cruises out of Charm City from late 2009 through early 2010.

Cruise Industry News

Royal Caribbean to Provide Cruises from Baltimore During All Seasons
Governor Martin O’Malley today hailed the decision by Royal Caribbean International to begin year round cruise service onboard a larger ship from Baltimore in June 2010.  Royal Caribbean announced today that their 2010 sailing schedule from Baltimore would commence in June as originally planned, but would not end until April 2011.  Before this announcement, Royal Caribbean was due to finish their Baltimore sailing schedule in November 2010.  Royal Caribbean also revealed it would assign the larger Enchantment of the Seas vessel to sail from Baltimore during the 2010 season.

“Royal Caribbean’s decisions today further reflect how the international cruise industry feels about Maryland as a growing cruise market with lots of potential,” said Governor O’Malley.  “Maryland’s Port of Baltimore is within a six-hour drive for 40 million people.  Our easily accessible cruise terminal has become a well-known commodity among cruise lines.  Maryland’s wonderful attractions, restaurants and hospitality are also no secret.  Once again, Maryland has proven its colors.”

The Enchantment of the Seas will replace the Grandeur of the Seas, which has been home ported in Baltimore since 2004.  The Enchantment of the Seas began sailing in 1997.  It is an 81,500 ton vessel that is 989 feet long, following a 2005 mid-body lengthening project that added an additional 73 feet.  The 
11-deck ship is equipped with 1,126 staterooms and a total capacity for 2,252 guests.  As comparison, the Grandeur of the Seas, which began sailing in 1996, is 74,000 tons and 916 feet long.  It has 975 staterooms and can accommodate 1,950 guests.  The Enchantment of the Seas also offers a new pool and splash deck, expanded youth programs, and Royal Caribbean’s specialty steakhouse, Chops Grille.

“We've been extremely pleased with the success of our programs in Baltimore over the past five  years and the wonderful partnership we've experienced with both the Port of Baltimore and the local travel agent community,” said Diana J. Block, vice president of revenue management and deployment for Royal Caribbean. “All of these factors contributed to our decision to put a larger ship in Baltimore and to extend our program from seasonal to year round.  We look forward to continued success in this important community.”

From June 2010 to November 2010, the Enchantment of the Seas will follow the travel itinerary of the Grandeur of the Seas, with port calls to Bermuda, the Eastern Caribbean, and New England/Canada. From November 2010 through April 2011, the Enchantment of the Seas will embark on a new schedule featuring nine-night cruises to Florida and the Bahamas, and 12-night cruises to the Caribbean.  

Royal Caribbean also announced that Celebrity Cruises, a subsidiary of Royal Caribbean, would start their 2010 Baltimore sailing schedule in October, a month earlier than planned.  Cruises onboard the Celebrity Mercury will continue through February 2011.  

The Port of Baltimore begins its 2009 cruise season on April 27 with the first of its inaugural 
year round cruises provided by Carnival Cruise Lines.  Joining Carnival as a cruise provider from the Port of Baltimore this year will be Royal Caribbean, Norwegian Cruise Lines, and Celebrity.  The Port of Baltimore will offer 79 cruises in 2009, an increase from 27 in 2008.   About 100,000 total passengers cruised to or from the Port of Baltimore in 2008.  With four cruise lines in 2009, the Port doubles what it offered in 2008.  In 2007, the Port had only one (Royal Caribbean) cruise line. 

Today’s news by Royal Caribbean gives the Port of Baltimore a record 92 cruises, including six port calls in 2010.   The total economic impact of cruising from Maryland this year is expected to be roughly $152 million.  In 2008, the economic impact was nearly $63 million.    

The Port of Baltimore is the closest East Coast drive-to port from Pittsburgh, Cleveland, Indianapolis and Chicago.  Baltimore is also within a four-hour drive from the New York City metro area.  The Cruise Maryland cruise terminal is only 2.5 miles from Baltimore’s world famous Inner Harbor, 
10 miles from BWI Thurgood Marshall Airport, and little more than an hour from three other major airports.   

Maryland’s median household income of $68,040 is the highest in the nation.  Baltimore is also located within a four-hour drive of ten of the wealthiest counties in the U.S.   The Baltimore-Washington DC-Northern Virginia region is recognized as one of the most affluent in the nation and ranks fourth nationally in retail sales and effective-buying income.   The region is also the fourth most populated area in the U.S.   
